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The Fusion of the Olympic Movement and Human Civilization 
He Zhenliang 
Chairman, The Commission for Culture and Olympic  
Education of the International Olympic Committee 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
It is with great pleasure that I join the Beijing Forum discussion titled “The Harmony of Civilizations and 
Prosperity for All”, “Reflections on the Civilization Modes of Humankind”, and to congratulate you on the success 
of hosting the third annual session of the Beijing Forum. 
The world nowadays, in spite of the rapid development in various aspects such as economy, society, and science 
and technology, is rampant with all-round conflicts and disputes, as well as environmental deterioration. Shall we 
leave it as it is, or endeavor mutually to create an era of peace and incessant development? This question should be 
pondered by all, including the persons of the sport society all over the world, represented by the Olympic 
Movement. 
The International Olympic Committee (IOC), as the leader of the Olympic Movement, should bear full sense of 
its responsibility, and should endeavor to make itself not only a bridge between different civilizations, different 
countries, and different political systems, but also a tight bond for the peoples to live in goodwill. 
The goal of the Olympic Movement lies in the cultivation of persons with a harmonious development, physically 
and mentally, in the construction of society in which human dignity is maintained, and in contribution to build a 
peaceful and better world. What it advocates is the value of friendship, of fair play, of striving for better, and of 
mutual respect, and what it objects to is any forms of discrimination related to race, religion, gender, or political 
system. It can be summarized in three English words: Friendship, Excellence and Respect. 
The Olympic Games, led by the IOC, is thus far the largest and most influential sport cultural movement in the 
world. Each edition of the Olympic Games held in the recent years have been participated in, by nearly 20,000 
athletes and sport officials from well over 200 countries or areas, over 25,000 journalist, several millions of people 
as audience from the host country as well as other countries, and as much as 4 billion person/hour of TV 
broadcasting. The Olympic Games, which far surpasses just the field of sports, have exerted influence upon various 
areas such as politics, economies, cultures and societies. The IOC is not only spreading its own ideas through the 
opening and closing ceremonies of the Olympic Games, the torch relay, and the cultural and artistic programs held 
in the host country for several years, but also conveys the message of peace and friendship all over the world, and 
also promotes the exchange of different cultures. 
The IOC holds that sports must be blended with culture and education, so that sports can become the means and 
carrier to realize its goal. The former President of the IOC believes that the essence of the Olympic Movement lies 
in the combination of sports, culture and education. The present IOC President, too, points out that education and 
culture are the foundation of the Olympic Movement. That is why, besides the Olympic Games, the IOC has 
actively advocated and implemented a series of cultural and educational programs, including the participation in the 
humanitarian actions of the special organizations of the U.N., the Red Cross and other international organizations. 
Since the early 1990s, the IOC has vigorously appealed the Olympic Truce around the period of the Olympic 
Games. With the support of all countries, the Olympic Truce resolution has been passed unanimously in the 
incessant U.N. general assemblies. In the previous decade, the IOC has organized two contests of world sport and 
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fine art and two of world sport and literature, and is now staging the contest of world sport and photography, with 
the Olympic values as their main themes and on top of that, the IOC aided Greece in the establishment of the 
International Olympic Academy, where thousands of young Olympic participants from all over the world have been 
trained every year in order to have them to understand the Olympic values more profoundly and comprehensively. 
As far as its cultural background is concerned, the IOC, founded in 1894, was mainly oriented on the European 
culture. It was initially composed of 15 members, and most of them were from Europe. When the first Olympic 
Games was held in Greece in 1896, only 13 countries took part in it; while nowadays as many as 203 National 
Olympic Committees all over the world have been recognized by the IOC. The globalization of the Olympic 
Movement in the geographical sense is bound to ask for its cultural diversity. However, it will remain to be quite a 
long process. 
The IOC has gradually realized that diversity is the nature of the Olympic Movement, and, nowadays, the 
awareness is still in a deepening process. The main challenge is to change the long-existent Euro-centric thinking in 
the Olympic Movement. 
In 1994, at the Centennial Olympic Congress, the participants came to realize that the world is one full of 
diversity. It is the cultural diversity that makes the world rich and colorful. People, therefore, should understand and 
respect the diversity rather than impose a certain culture pattern upon others, one conclusion of the Congress, 
consequently put forth is that “one should enjoy the right of differences”. In 1997, this issue was further discussed 
on the forum presided by the IOC Culture Commission. On the forum, there was a certain disapproval of placing a 
certain cultural pattern over others. At the end of the forum it was emphasized that an agreement must be made to 
tolerate and understand different cultures. What was valuable to notice on the forum is the fact that tolerance was 
just mentioned briefly, and it failed to give a further, definite statement on the respect of various cultures. This issue 
was re-mentioned in the Forum 2000, with an appeal to the IOC to take measures to resist the mono-culture 
tendency.  
Consequently, the IOC 2000 Commission, which was set up for promoting the Olympic reform, emphasized, “In 
the Olympic Movement, valuing universality’ should never mean demanding standardized modernization or cultural 
homogenization, much less Europeanization or Westernization. Proper Olympic education seeks to explore and to 
celebrate cultural diversity in the Olympic Movement.” Obviously the concept of cultural diversity has been 
deepened gradually. The more definite and mature the concept, the more the Olympic Movement will become the 
jointing point of the world youth as well as the bonding power between various cultures.  
Reflecting its history for more than a hundred years, one reason for the Olympic Movement’s success lies in its 
tolerance and respect to various cultures. It is this wise policy that has made the Olympic Movement not only 
diversified in culture, but also more attractive and cohesive. It is not exaggerated to say, the cultural diversity is the 
very wealth and strength of the Olympic Movements. 
Staging the Olympic Games in Beijing will greatly strengthen the multiplicity and exchangeability of the 
Olympic culture. For the past 100 years, the Olympic Games were mainly hosted in Europe and North America, 
while in Asia they were organized only twice: one in Tokyo in 1964, and the other in Seoul in 1988, both of them, 
helped the Western originated Games take more from the eastern culture. The Beijing 2008 Olympic Games are the 
Olympics to be hosted for the first time in China, a big country with the great and rich eastern cultural tradition, 
which will be of self-evident and far-reaching significance in promoting the cultural exchange and fusion between 
the East and the West. A series of cultural and artistic activities arranged by the Beijing Organizing Committee for 
the Games of the XXIX Olympiad (BOCOG), including the opening and closing ceremonies as well as the programs 
during the Olympic Games, and the torch relay with the theme of “the New Silk Road”, will be held mainly in Asia 
and Europe with a full coverage of the Five Continents, will be bound to reinforce the exchange and mutual 
assimilation of the different cultures. 
There is, however, more to the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games than the exchange and mutual assimilation of the 
different cultures, the proposed slogan, “One World One Dream”, perfectly illustrates the strong desire to the whole 
world, namely, China, together with the whole world, is willing to construct a new world with the peoples in 
goodwill, the nations in peace, and man and nature in harmony. 
No one assumes that the Olympics could solve all the problems rampant in the world. At least, however, the 
Olympics show human beings a tendency with a revelation, that is in the 17 days of the Olympic Games, the young 
people all over the world can fully demonstrate their abilities in fair play with an atmosphere of friendship and 
mutual respect, all of us, with mutual goodwill and redoubled exertion of mutual efforts, can, for sure, make the 
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people of all nations throughout the world not only realize the beautiful dream, but also create a wonderful future. In 
short, the Olympics, too, ought to contribute to the development of the human civilization. 
Thank you! 
